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Cheag, Viceroy of Hupeh at Wuchang. In the house
had been found imprints of the Republican seal, plans of
the revolutionary organization, maps and other highly
incriminating material. October loth Jui Cheng spent
in raiding the Reform Clubs in Wuchang and executing
those he arrested. That night the official Republican
revolution broke out, actually under the superintendence
of Sun Yu, brother of Sun-yat-Sen. Li-yuan-Hung,
colonel of an infantry regiment, was the elected Repub-
lican commander. He first saved the Viceroy's life by
smuggling him across the river tp Hankow, then drove out
the Imperial troops from Wuchang, and by October I3th
had occupied Hankow and Hanyang. The strategic points
of the Yangtze Valley were held by the Republicans.

As I did not arrive in Japan until after the first weeks
of the revolution, I had to learn later what was the official
attitude of the Japanese Government towards the rebellion
in its early days. The second Saionji Cabinet had only been
in office a couple of months, and Ministers had hardly
settled into their chairs. As, however, continuity of
policy, especially of foreign policy, is a tradition in Japan,
it is safe to assume that Viscount Uchida looked with
equanimity on any insurrectionary movement which
might prove embarrassing to Peking, whilst keeping an
eye wide open for incidents which might be utilized to
advance Japanese rights in China.

As stated above, there is no reason to doubt that the
outbreak was a considerable surprise to Japanese official-
dom. The policy of Japan was not to encourage general
revolution, especially a revolution having for its object
the overthrow of the Manchu dynasty. Again, Japan
knew as well as any that the only man in China upon
whom the Court could rely for help and protection was
Yuan-shi-Kai, who, ever since 1885, had been Japan's
bitter enemy. Local disturbances and simmering unrest
meant opportunities for intervention whereby concessions
could be adroitly secured. A general uprising would focus
the eyes of the world upon Japan, and whatever advan-
tages she might expect to gain would have to be shared